Oxidised regenerated cellulose: an unusual cause of paraplegia following oesophagectomy.
Oesophageal resection after neoadjuvant therapy is the treatment of choice in localized oesophageal cancer. Common complications after oesophagectomy include pulmonary infection and anastomotic leaks. Paraplegia or paraparesis after oesophagectomy is an extremely uncommon occurrence and has not been reported in medical literature. Possible causes include injury to the spinal cord due to epidural catheter insertion, epidural haematoma and anterior spinal artery thrombosis. Pressure on the spinal cord due to migrated oxidised regenerated cellulose (ORC) is an extremely rare cause. Meticulous haemostasis at the costovertebral angle with a combination of pressure and electrocautery is advocated to prevent this rare but catastrophic complication. We describe a middle aged woman who developed post-thoracotomy paraplegia following ORC compression on the spinal cord.